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Mayor’s OFFICE, 
Philadelphia, June 12, 1878. 


To the Select and Common Councils 
of the City of Philadelphia. 


GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor of transmitting herewith 
the preliminary report of the ‘‘ Committee on the Restoration 
of Independence Hall,’ who have been sedulous oF alias 


their work for the past year. 1681 AZ 

The results already achieved are ly gratifying; all the 
suggestions made admirably assist the Centennial movement, 
and meet with my hearty concurrence, as I doubt not they 
will with that of Councils and of patriotic citizens throughout 
the United States, whose co-operation is sought. For the 
latter no effort should be spared to make Philadelphia the 
great national trysting place on every anniversary of our 
Independence. 

i am, very respectfully, 
WM. S. STOKLEY, 
Mayor. 


To his Honor, Wm.S. Stox.ey, 
Mayor of Philadelphia, 


The committee appointed by your Honor to effect the res- 
toration, &c., of Independence Hall, respectfully submit their 
preliminary report. 

Entering into the spirit of the ordinance of Councils under 
which you did us the honor to name us, on the 3d of May, 
1872, we at once applied ourselves to the work of disencum- 
) bering Independence Chamber itself of portraits, relics, Kc., 
inconsistent with its historical memories. 

We found the doors, cornices, wainscoting, and the archi- 
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tectural characteristics of the room completely concealed be- 
neath a mass of pictures of every kind, while the floor con- 
tained the dilapidated furniture rejected by former Councils, 
and one of the windows was barricaded by the block of marble 
ordered by the City of Philadelphia as its contribution to 
_ the Washington National Monument. This last, under the 
sanction of your Honor and of Councils, we caused to be 
transmitted to its destination, after a correspondence, through 
the Hon. Charles O’Neill, with the officers of the association, 
who evinced a determination to prosecute their work with 
renewed vigor. Thus probably we have given double effect 
to our contribution. 


Of the original equipment of the Hall, it appeared that not 
one single piece of furniture remained after the fitting up of 
1802, when, in 1865 (and, by a coincidence, on the third 
day of July), one of your committee-discovered in the Senate 
Chamber at Harrisburg two of the chairs originally used by 
the Congress of 1776, for which he made immediate applica- 
tion to the Governor (Curtin), who promised that they should 
be sent back to the chamber. Subsequently | the Législature, 
on application, we believe, of the Historical Society, restored 
the President’s chair and table, which had been carried to 
Lancaster, and thence to Harrisburg on the removal of the 
capital. These were in the chambers, piled one above the 
other. 


The President of the Fidelity Safe Deposit and Trust 
Company kindly consented, upon our application, to receive 
and display upon his’ walls the many valuable and interesting 
portraits unavoidably removed, till such time as we could 
have another room prepared for them in the building. Await- 
ing the like disposition, the Commissioner of City Property 
(one of your committee) has carefully stowed away the relics, 
&c., that had accumulated. 


The old ‘Liberty Bell,” which had been taken from the 
cupola and placed within the chamber, we removed to the 
vestibule, suspending it from the original beam and scaffold- 
ing. The operation of lowering from the steeple this mas- 
sive frame-work was troublesome, and would have been ex- 
pensive, but upon our application to Commodore Mullaney, 
he, with the sanction of the Hon. the Secretary of the Navy, 
loaned us a force of men and the necessary appliances. We 
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deemed it appropriate to inscribe upon its base the whole 
Scriptural text, a part of which had been moulded upon the 
bell in 1753, as it even then so essentially predicted and or- 
dained: first, “ Liberty throughout all the land,” and sec- 
ondly, the CENTENNIAL célebration thereof. The whole has 
been enclosed by a plain iron railing, which circumstances 
showed to be essential to its preservation. 


We have replaced at the east end of the chamber, the 
President’s dais, in exact conformity with the contemporary 
description given upon the reception of the first French Min- 
ister to the Republic, then struggling for its existence, and 
the identical chair and table used by Hancock, are restored 
to their places thereon. In conformity also with the cited 
authority, we have ranged six of the original chairs used by 
the Delegates in 1776—two of which bad been reclaimed as 
already stated, from Harrisburg, and the others have been 
presented to the City by Mrs. William Biddle, dirs. KB. A. 
Foggo, Mr. John J. Smith, Mr. C. C. Dunn; these chairs 
having been changed as to their covering, it is our design to 
make them assimilate. Two chairs which contain the original 
leather covering, the one deposited by the Chairman of your 
Committee, the other obtained from the Philosophical Society, 
though somewhat dilapidated, are required to be forever kept 
intact by their depositors, and have been placed upon the 
steps of the dais. None others in the original condition are 
found to be extant after the most diligent inquiry on the part of 
your Committee, though they have discovered seven more with 
the modification only of new coverings. ‘T'wo are in possession 
of Mr. Chas. 8. Ogden, one in that of Mr. Wm. S. Vaux, one 
in that of Henry J. Williams, Esq., one in that of Hon. Wm. 
D. Kelley, one in the Patterson Family, and one in the 
Pettit Family; from assurances given it is believed that all 
of these will be presented or deposited. If so, a sufficient 
number will be supplied to enable us to recall the position of 
the Congress of 1776, besides thus representing each of the 
original thirteen states. The original number of these chairs 
could not have exceeded thirty. two, that being the number of 
representatives in the State Legislature, for whom these chairs 
were made. The other members of the Congress of 1776, 
must have been otherwise accommodated, though how we can- 
not now determine. 
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We have replaced the pillars which formerly sustained the 
ceiling of the Chamber by means of the accurate description 
given by our venerable fellow citizen Horace Binney, the 
only living man who positively remembers them, and whose 
description is fully confirmed by a fragment of the original 
still preserved as a relic. To protect the Chamber and its 
furniture, we found it necessary to construct a light railing, 
so arranged however, as to interfere with or mar as little as 
possible the general appearance of the Chamber. Additional 
support has been given to the rafters of the floor, while every 
precaution that seemed feasible, has been adopted to avoid 
danger of fire from flues, Kc. 

In regard to the Portraits, we have steadily adhered to the 
plan pointed out by our Chairman, as published in the Penn 
Monthly. They could only be placed in the chamber in 
subordination, as to size, to the wainscoting, architectural 
adornments, &c., and only when absolutely authenticated. 
This has entailed a vast correspondence, but with results grati- 
fying to your Committee, and evincive of the deep-seated 
patriotic feeling throughout the length and breauth of the land. 

Thirteen portraits of the signers were found in the miscel- 
laneous collection purchased by the City in 1854 at the 
auction sale of Peale’s Museum; to these five have been added 
by Hon. John M. Read, Mrs. Drayton, and three others. Mr. 
_ J. R. Lambdin was employed by your committee to visit Hart- 
ford and New Haven, and there secure seven portraits of the 
signers which we had authentically ascertained to there exist. 
Mr. Wharton was sent to Lancasier to copy one of our Penn- 
sylvania signers; another of whom was secured in this City, 
and a New Jersey signer was copied for us by Mr. Conarroe; 
while several valuable additions have been made by descend- 
ants and others whose interest in the place we have been 
enabled to incite. Especial mention deserves to be made of 
of a superb portrait after Stuart of Robert R. Livingston, one 
of the committee to draft the Declaration of Independence, 
and another after Copley of Samuel Adams, than whom no 
man did more towards initiating and accomplishing Inde- 
pendence. 

Twenty of the signers remain unrepresented on the walls, but 
of these ten never sat for their portraits, viz.: Braxton, Morton, 
Rodney, Hart, Gwinnett, Penn, Hall, Smith, Taylor, Thornton, 
and, it is feared, Francis L. Lee. These are here enumerated 
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because counterfeit resemblances of many of them were manu- 
factured a few years since, and have been recently dissem- 
inated by an enterprising individual in New York; one of 
these pictures at least has been copied in oil, presented to a 
State, enshrined in its capitol, and its use actually tendered 
to the Centennial Commission. These pictures, according to 
the admission of their original publisher to the committee, 
were executed “by a young English engraver, just then ar- 
rived, who received carte-blanche to produce them all on 
_ wood,”’ whereupon ‘he took a room, furnished it with a barrel 
of ale and a quantity of tobacco pipes, and under the inspira- 
tion imparted by these, produced, for the first time, portraits 


of all the signers. 34 

We have consulted with the ate a A Loral of these 
gentlemen as to the most appropriate and satisfactory way to 
perpetuate their memory in the chamber, and anticipate 
giving them the prominence in some form to which they are 
justly entitled. - Thus only ten remain “absent and unac- 
counted for,’’ but should we be as successful during our 
coming year as in the past, these will also “‘ answer to their 
hames”’ at our next muster. 


The descendants of some of those who we think should be 
represented, though not signers, have not responded to our 
invitations. 

Such portraits of the Presidents of the old Continental 
Congress and of distinguished Officers of the Revolutionary 
Army and Navy as we had or could secure, we have placed 
along the surbase of Independence Chamber, subordinated to 
the general plan. 

Portraits of three recent Presidents remain, and these we 
would recommend to be placed in the Common Council Cham- 
ber, where they wiil show to advantage. 

«A temporary case designed to contain the nucleus of a 
national collection of relics and memorials, is waiting to be 
transferred to what is intended as the auxiliary chamber, now 
and for some time used by the Court of Common Pleas. 

In that room it is our wish to place the valuable full length 
portrait of the Founder of our State, together with those of 
Andrew Hamilton, the great jurist of colonial days, and the 
Architect of the State House, and of Chief Justices Allen 
and Chew, who presided in that very chamber. We also de- 
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sign to place there the portraits of the Framers of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, who met in the building in 
1787; also those of Rittenhouse, Wm. Rush, Fulton, Bart- 
ram, etc. 


It is due to the memories of Thos. I. Wharton, Esq., and 
Mr. Roberts Vaux, to invite attention to the fact that we are 
thus seeking to perfect what was partially inaugurated by 
them Dec. 18th, 1832, and in a measure endorsed by Coun- 
cils at that time, in accepting the portrait of Wm. Penn 
above referred to. These gentlemen, on behalf of a society 
for commemorating the landing, deposited this painting un- 
der such assurance from the corporation of the City, as was 
deemed suitable for its preservation and the extension of the 
design of the society, viz., ‘‘to commence a gallery of por- 
traits of distinguished Pennsylvanians.”’ 

In this auxiliary chamber it is also our design to arrange 
the nucleus of what we hope to make a grand NATIONAL MU- 
SEUM, which will ultimately require not only the two rooms 
at present accorded to us, but will take in the Council Cham- 
bers whenever vacated by the City government. Instead of 
tearing down the wings as has been suggested by some, it 
may be found expedient to retain and turn them to practical 
use; they have been already rendered nearly fire-proof; the 
entrances to the different offices might be walled up and the 
exterior slightly changed architecturally, in order to corres- 
pond with the original structures; thus, while the general 
characteristics of the whole block would be in pertect keep- 
ing with its appearance in 1776, by simply removing the 
second floor and lighting by sky windows, these wings might 
receive historical pictures and portraits illustrative of the na- 
tional history from Washington’s administration down. The 
building at Sixth and Chestnut streets, already interesting 
from its associations with the organization of the government 
under the Constitution of the United States, must be pre- 
served, and it would be appropriately given up to the Histor- 
ical Society of Pennsylvania, to receive its valuable collec- 
tions, and as a general hall for its meetings, &c., while the 
corresponding corner at Fifth and Chestnut streets, could be 
placed at the service of the Philosophical Society, who might 
then surrender the present building, which, together with all 
the other unsightly structures upon the square built since 
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1776, should be removed, and the whole square properly 
planted and ornamented in conformity with numerous sug- 
gestions already made to Councils. 


Such a dedication would be a fitting memorial worthy, in 
every way, of the City of Penn upon the one-hundredth 
birthday of the nation. It would be a practical declaration 
that as to this natural square we really ‘‘ stand seised to the 
use’’ of our fellow-citizens throughout the United States, whose 
hereditary right and title thus recognized would accord to them 
the privilege of demanding to participate with us in offering 
on this spot tributes to the memory of our common ancestors, 
who can be honored only by united action. 


With the approval of your honor your committee have in- 
vited the co-operation of the following ladies: Mrs. JoHN 
M. Reap, Mrs. SamMvuet CuHew, Mrs. J. ALEXANDER BID- 
DLE, Mrs. JAMES H. Hutcurnson, Mrs. Henry WHARTON, 
Mrs. C. H. Hart. Mrs. Lity M. Bereumanns, Miss Mary 
M. Loeay, Mrs. E. A. Fogao, with the request that they 
will increase their number to thirteen. 

It is intended to name‘a lady correspondent in each one of 
the existing States of the Union, thus invoking a power never 
appealed to in vain in succoring the suffering soldier, or in 
honoring his memory when dead. 

The Committee of Councils, to whom the subject was origi- 
nally referred, cordially offered an appropriation of five thou- 
sand dollars to meet the expenses of perfecting our plans in 
Independence Chamber. This amount was, however, reduced 
at our request to three thousand, and we have the pleasure of 
reporting an unexpended balance of $533 31, which, we be- 
lieve, will be ample to meet the remaining requirements of 
laeeper nes Chamber itself. 


viseeoes submitted. 


FRANK M. ETTING, 
MORTON McMICHAEL, 
W. HE. LITSLETON, 
JNO. L. SHOEMAKER, 
A. WILSON HENSZEY, 
Jn. PUGH, 


Committee on Restoration of Independence Hall. 
Philadelphia, June T, 1873. 
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Philadelphia, May 23, 1873. 


To Mrs. Joun M. Reap, Mrs. Samuret CHrew, Mrs. ALEX- 
ANDER BrppLE, Mrs. CHartes Henry Hart, Mrs. 
JAMES H. Hutcurnson, Mur. Bercumans, Mrs. E. A. 
Foaco, Miss Mary M. Logan, Mrs. HENRY WHARTON. 


Lapties :—In fully carrying out the charge committed to 
us, of restoring Independence Hall, we design a NATIONAL 
MUSEUM, which we are persuaded can only be satisfactorily 
established with the co-operation of the ladies of Philadelphia, 
and through them with the ladies of America. 

One of the most active participants in the struggle for inde- 
pendence, John Adams, in announcing on 3d of July, 1775, 
the passage of the famous resolution of the day before, uses 
this language in a private letter: ‘‘Thus it completes a revo- 
lution which will make as good a figure in the history of man- 
kind as any that has preceded it, provided always that the 
ladies take care to record the circumstances of it, for by the 
experience I have had of the other sex they are too lazy or 
too active to commemorate them.” 

While current events are daily negativing Mr. Adams’ 
view of his own sex, they are with renewed force exempli- 
fying his opinion of the cther. 

We therefore earnestly invite your: participancy in our 
efforts towards accomplishing this great national work, de- 
signed as it 1s not only to commemorate the actions of our 
forefathers, but to ‘brighten the chain of friendship,”’ which 
once more binds together our fellow countrymen. 

We respectfully request a conference at Independence 
Hall, on the second day of July approaching, for the pur- 
pose of more fully explaining our views. 


FRANK M. ETTING, Chairman, 
MORTON McMICHAEL, 
JNO. L. SHOEMAKER, 
W. E. LITTLETON, 
A. WILSON HENSZEY, 
J. H. PUGH, 
Committee on Restoration of Independence Hall. 


Approved, 


WM. S. STOKLEY, 
Mayor of Philadelphia. 
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